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Fourth Sunday of Advent  |  December 20, 2020  |  8:30 a.m. 

While we cannot gather in person, we can dedicate this time and space together to pray, 
hear the Word of God and receive the gift of God’s Presence. Today, we will be sharing the 
Lord’s Supper/Holy Communion at your individual location. You are invited to have a piece 
of bread or cracker and a little wine or juice with you. Later in the service, the pastor will be 
giving thanks and saying the ancient words of Christ’s promise to show up in these simple 
things. You will be invited to partake of them at that time. 

Please check our website for regular updates during this time of dispersed worship. 
Offerings may be given online through “Tithe-ly” as linked on the website or by sending a 
check to our P.O. Box above. Thank you for your support of Saron and your community! 

 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you 
are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love,  comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Use this blessing when lighting all four candles. 

Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought 
your presence among us to renew and heal.  

As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word 
spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved. 

O blessed people, come, let us rejoice, for God is with us. Amen. 
 
ELW 257: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.   

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.     Refrain 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725858. 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 
from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming 
love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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First Reading  |  2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you 
have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all 
the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 
9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make 
you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your 
throne shall be established forever. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading  |  Romans 16:25–27 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the 
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel  |  Luke 1:26–38 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  |  Pastor Julie Brooks 
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Hymn of the Day  |  ELW 265: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came   
Elise Kasunick, pianist 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Offering Prayer  
Our response to all that God has given us is a yearning to give. You are invited to collect an 
ongoing “noisy offering” for Cares Food Bank or make a contribution to your local food 
bank. Thank you also for your offerings that support the ministry of Saron Lutheran Church! 

Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all 
that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of 
Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer/Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Holy Communion 
Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice: (If you are worshiping 
at home, you may repeat these words and give them each to another member of your 
household as well.) 

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this 
bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open 
our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn  |  ELW 267: Joy to the World  |  Elise Kasunick, pianist 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 

 

Saron Lutheran Church – celebrating 108 years! 
Mission Statement: Saron Lutheran welcomes all in the name of Christ:  

to know Christ’s love | to grow in Christ’s love | to go in Christ’s love 


