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23rd Sunday after Pentecost  |  November 8, 2020  |  8:30 a.m. 

Welcome to Saron worship—in person at Saron or on Facebook Live! We dedicate this time 
and space together to pray, hear the Word of God and receive the gift of God’s Presence.  

In order to deter the spread of COVID and keep each other safe, please come in and leave 
by the same door, maintain 6 feet from people not in your household, leave the building 
promptly after worship, reserve talking for outside and keep that mask secure. We'll keep 
doors open for fresh air (bundle up if need be!) and we will not be singing or speaking 
during the liturgy. Please DO pray silently and follow along with the hymn verses in your 
head. Bathrooms are available if needed. 

Please check our website for regular updates during this time of dispersed worship.  
At in-person worship, an offering plate will be available for church offerings and noisy 
offerings. Offerings may also be given online through “Tithe-ly” as linked on the website or 
by sending a check to our P.O. Box above. Thank you for your support of Saron and your 
community! 

 

Gathering Music Kurt Elliott 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and 
calls us beloved. Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. We 
are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
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Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. Through  
Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us 
live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Reading  |  Amos 5:18–24 

18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 
 Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, not light; 
 19as if someone fled from a lion, 
 and was met by a bear; 
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
 and was bitten by a snake. 
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
 and gloom with no brightness in it? 

21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
 I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
 I will not look upon. 
23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
 I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24But let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel  |  Matthew 25:1–13 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise 
took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise 
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  |  Pastor Julie Brooks 
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Hymn of the Day  |  ELW 496: One Bread, One Body 

 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725858. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Offering Prayer  

Our response to all that God has given us is a yearning to give. You are invited to collect an 
ongoing “noisy offering” for Cares Food Bank or make a contribution to your local food 
bank. Thank you also for your offerings that support the ministry of Saron Lutheran Church! 

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and 
shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts 
from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very 
self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 
Sovereign,  Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. Amen. 
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Hymn  |  ELW 632: O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 
 

Dismissal 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 
 

 

Saron Lutheran Church – celebrating 108 years! 
Mission Statement: Saron Lutheran welcomes all in the name of Christ:  

to know Christ’s love | to grow in Christ’s love | to go in Christ’s love 


