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Seventh Sunday of Easter |  May 16, 2021  |  8:30 a.m.
Welcome to Saron worship—in person or on Facebook Live! We dedicate this 
time and space together to pray, hear the Word of God and receive the gift of 
God’s presence. 
Please check our website for updates during this time of dispersed worship. 
At in-person worship, an offering plate will be available for church offerings and 
noisy offerings. Offerings may also be given online through “Tithe-ly” as linked 
on the website or by sending a check to our P.O. Box above. Thank you for your 
support of Saron and your community!

Prelude Kurt Elliott

Welcome/Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,  
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
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We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us 
from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like 
streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your 
mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your 
life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you 
be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your 
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

First Reading  |  Acts 1:15–17, 21–26
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and 
was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied 
us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning 
from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these 
must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed 
and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you 
have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 
on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading  |  1 John 5:9–13
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son 
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have 
made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his 
Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 
have life.
13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 
may know that you have eternal life.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel  |  John 17:6–19
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was 
with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, 
and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out 
of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong 
to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon  |  Pastor Julie Brooks

Hymn of the Day  |  ELW 322: Oh, Love, How Deep
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father;
 through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven,
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
  and became truly human.
	 	 For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;
	 	 he	suffered	death	and	was	buried.
  On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
	 who	with	the	Father	and	the	Son	is	worshiped	and	glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Offering Prayer 
Our response to all that God has given us is a yearning to give. You are invited to 
collect an ongoing “noisy offering” for Cares Food Bank or make a contribution to 
your local food bank. Thank you also for your offerings that support the ministry of 
Saron Lutheran Church!
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive 
our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering 
world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer/Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion
Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice: (If you are 
worshiping at home, you may repeat these words and give them each to another 
member of your household as well.)
The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.

https://www.saronstrasburg.org/tithe
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Prayer after Communion
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 
hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy 
to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen.

Hymn  |  ELW 496: One Bread, One Body
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Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Saron Lutheran Church – celebrating 108 years!
Mission Statement: Saron Lutheran welcomes all in the name of Christ: 

to know Christ’s love | to grow in Christ’s love | to go in Christ’s love


