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Second Sunday of Advent  |  December 6, 2020  |  8:30 a.m. 

While we cannot gather in person, we can dedicate this time and space together to pray, 
hear the Word of God and receive the gift of God’s Presence. Today, we will be sharing the 
Lord’s Supper/Holy Communion at your individual location. You are invited to have a piece 
of bread or cracker and a little wine or juice with you. Later in the service, the pastor will be 
giving thanks and saying the ancient words of Christ’s promise to show up in these simple 
things. You will be invited to partake of them at that time. 

Please check our website for regular updates during this time of dispersed worship. 
Offerings may be given online through “Tithe-ly” as linked on the website or by sending a 
check to our P.O. Box above. Thank you for your support of Saron and your community! 

 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you 
are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love,  comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Use this blessing when lighting the first two candles. 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the 
oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people. 

As we light these candles, turn our wills to you as we bear the fruit of repentance; 
transform our hearts to see what is right and teach us to live in justice and harmony with 
one another. 

O people of peace, come, let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 
ELW 257: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.   

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 

4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.     Refrain 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725858. 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  



3 

First Reading  |  Isaiah 40:1–11 

1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
 says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
 that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
 double for all her sins. 

3A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all people shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
 their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
 when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
 but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, 
 O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
 O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
 lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
 “Here is your God!” 
10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
 and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
 and his recompense before him. 
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11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
 he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
 and gently lead the mother sheep. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading  |  2 Peter 3:8–15a 

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be 
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 
of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements 
will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel  |  Mark 1:1–8 

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
 who will prepare your way; 
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight,’ ” 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I 
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is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  |  Pastor Julie Brooks 
 

Hymn of the Day  |  ELW 247: Come Now, O Prince of Peace  |  Elise Kasunick, pianist 

 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725858. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Offering Prayer  
Our response to all that God has given us is a yearning to give. You are invited to collect an 
ongoing “noisy offering” for Cares Food Bank or make a contribution to your local food 
bank. Thank you also for your offerings that support the ministry of Saron Lutheran Church! 

Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all 
that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of 
Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer/Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 
Hear these words and partake of the bread/cracker and wine/juice: (If you are worshiping 
at home, you may repeat these words and give them each to another member of your 
household as well.) 
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The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this 
bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open 
our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn  |  ELW 251: My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness  |  Elise Kasunick, pianist 

 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725858. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 

 

Saron Lutheran Church – celebrating 108 years! 
Mission Statement: Saron Lutheran welcomes all in the name of Christ:  

to know Christ’s love | to grow in Christ’s love | to go in Christ’s love 


